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NEPA 

What is NEPA? 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to assess the social, 
economic, and environmental impacts of a proposed action. If a project is to receive federal 
funding, compliance with NEPA is mandatory. 

The purpose of the NEPA process is to: 

 Evaluate the potential for social, economic, and environmental impacts as a result of the 
project 

 Provide the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) with a decision making tool that 
compares and analyzes project alternatives 

 Consider appropriate impact mitigation such as avoidance, minimization, and 
compensation 

 Provide interagency participation, especially coordination and consultation 
 Conduct public involvement opportunities to participate and comment 
 Provide valid documentation and disclosure 
 Evaluate the consequences of not developing the project 

What is an environmental assessment? 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is one of the approaches used in the NEPA process to 
accomplish the above mentioned goals. The assessment is a concise federal document available 
to the public that provides sufficient evidence and analysis to allow the lead agency to determine 
whether there will be significant adverse social, economic, and environmental impacts. For the 
Laughlin Bullhead City Bridge Project, the FHWA’s Nevada Division is the lead agency. 

When the significance is uncertain of impacts of a transportation project proposal, an 
environmental assessment is prepared to assist in making this determination. If it is found that 
significant impacts will result that can’t be mitigated or will be difficult to mitigate, the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should begin immediately. 

Who makes the NEPA determinations for the project? 

The effort to determine whether this bridge is necessary is a consensus based process involving 
both Nevada and Arizona and: 

 Federal, state, and local partners in the transportation, resource, and regulatory agencies; 
 Tribal governments 
 Local businesses 
 Transportation and environmental interests groups 
 Stakeholders 
 Affected neighborhoods 
 The public.
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