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FLAMINGO ROAD BUS RAPID TRANSIT

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DOCUMENTATION
June 29, 2010

1. GENERAL

This technical memorandum has been prepared to document the investigations and analyses
performed to identify and evaluate potential environmental impacts associated with the
proposed implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit System in the Flamingo Road Corridor, Las
Vegas, Nevada.

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) is proposing to construct
the Flamingo Road Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), which would consist of a 10-mile corridor that
would extend across the Las Vegas Valley from Rainbow Boulevard (State Route 595) to Nellis
Boulevard (State Route 612) (see Figure 1). With the proposed project, a BRT system would be
constructed along Flamingo Road (State Route 592) to permit outside-running buses to travel in
new, bus-only lanes through highly congested areas and to travel in mixed flow through the Las
Vegas Resort Corridor.

The BRT system would include construction of approximately 16 lane-miles of bus-only lanes
(eight miles in each direction) and a total of approximately 63 BRT stations which is on average
one every one-third mile (32 in the eastbound direction and 31 in the westbound direction). At
major intersections and where right-of-way permits, transit stations will include platforms with
shelters that would be 25 to 50 feet long by 10 to 15 feet wide. All project improvements would
be designed to fit within existing right-of-way and in accordance with area-wide standard
drawings and specifications. The dedicated bus-only lanes will be implemented on existing
paved auxiliary (breakdown) lanes and therefore not require any substantial new road
construction.

BRT stations and stops will be comprised of various combinations of amenities including: a
passenger shelter with vertical sun and wind screening; seating; off-board fare collection
through ticket vending machines; trash containers; lighting; and, signage and/or station markers
to help identify the system. Accommodations may also be made for future bicycle racks, and
vending machines. Actual amenities will be implemented based on current and future ridership
needs and site-specific constraints at each station and stop location.

The passenger shelters will be constructed of steel columns and a canopy roof structure that
may incorporate photovoltaic solar panels to generate electricity for shelter lighting at night.
Perforated metal vertical sunscreens will be installed at most stations. Seating will be provided
for at each location under the roof canopy along with space for wheelchairs. The number of
structures and seats will depend on the size of the canopy and ridership projections. General
lighting for the platforms will be provided by overhead pole lights, while specific lighting will be
provided by energy saving light emitting diode (LED) technology placed under the canopies.
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The BRT system will include 16 lane-miles of bus-only lanes. The dedicated bus-only lanes will
extend from Rainbow Boulevard to Arville Street for a distance of 2.5 miles in each direction
west of the Las Vegas Resort Corridor and from Koval lane to Boulder Highway for a distance of
approximately 5.5 miles in each direction east of the Las Vegas Resort Corridor (see Figure 2).

Figure 2 Locations of Proposed Dedicated Bus-Only Lanes along Flamingo Road
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Flamingo Road is under the jurisdiction of the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) for
8.5 miles of the 10-mile corridor included in the proposed project, including 3.6 miles between
Rainbow Boulevard and I-15 and 4.9 miles between Paradise Road and Boulder Highway.
Figure 2 also illustrates the limits of NDOT jurisdiction of Flamingo Road. The 1.5-mile section
of Flamingo Road between I-15 and Paradise Road is under the jurisdiction of Clark County.

The bus-only lanes will be constructed by converting the existing outside shoulder to a travel
lane restricted for use by buses and right-turning vehicles only (see Figure 3). To ensure a high
level of service on the proposed Flamingo Road Bus Rapid Transit system:

e Flamingo Road will be milled, overlayed and restriped to establish appropriate lane
widths and repair existing pavement deficiencies;

o Exclusive bus lanes will be extended through congested intersections to facilitate queue
jumping and reduce delays to buses;

e Ticket vending machines will be installed at high volume boarding locations to facilitate
faster boarding and reduce dwell times;

e Fiber optic cable will be installed in Flamingo Road to provide traffic signal coordination
transit queue jumps, signal priority and other ITS technologies along the entire Flamingo
Road Corridor and connectivity between transit system components;

o Traffic signal controls will be updated and a system of detectors will be installed on the
traffic signal system to provide prioritization for bus movements through intersections.

o Station platform areas will be expanded to allow for boarding/alighting without
obstructing pedestrian movements;

o Improved pedestrian connections will be provided at transfer locations;

o Sidewalks and ramps providing access to transit facilities will be upgraded to meet
Americans with Disability Act Standards where necessary;

e Substandard or deficient pavement and sidewalks will be upgraded;
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o Safety improvements will be installed at high accident locations, including traffic
channelizing devices; and,

e Street level aesthetic enhancements such as local artwork and landscaping will be
incorporated as specified by governing jurisdictions.

3. PURPOSE AND NEED

Flamingo Road is one of only four arterial streets that extend east-west across the entire Las
Vegas Valley and provide access to the Las Vegas Resort Corridor, the primary employment
area in the valley, which includes the Las Vegas “Strip” and Downtown Las Vegas. Flamingo
Road also provides east-west access to the campus of the University of Nevada at Las Vegas
(UNLV). As the largest university in the state, with 28,000 enrolled students and 3,300 faculty
and staff, UNLV is a commuter college with most students as well as faculty traveling to and
from campus daily. The current Flamingo Road bus line, CAT Route 202, is the second busiest
route in the RTC transit system. Only the Las Vegas Boulevard “Strip” route has higher
ridership than the Flamingo Road route.

Flamingo Road is a radial corridor located near the center of the metropolitan area and has one
of the largest existing right-of-way widths compared to other major roadways. As such,
Flamingo Road not only serves the heaviest employment centers in the Las Vegas Valley, but
also serves extensive areas of existing and planned commercial and residential development.
Transit service along Flamingo Road connects low-income and minority populations in the
eastern part of the corridor to employment opportunities in the Resort Corridor. Further, the
Flamingo Road Corridor has connections to all major north-south transportation and transit
corridors, providing links and interconnection for the nearly two million residents of the Las
Vegas Valley.

Due to its strategic location with respect to both employment and residential areas, the
Flamingo Road Corridor is heavily congested with commuter traffic. In the Resort Corridor,
Flamingo Road carries over 75,000 vehicles per day with heavy, peak level traffic flows
experienced continuously from 7:00 am to 6:00 pm. RTC Transit buses, providing fixed-route
service and operating in mixed flow, transport approximately 11,000 passengers along Flamingo
Road daily. At the present time, 16 intersections along Flamingo Road operate at level of
service E or F during peak hours so that automobiles and fixed-route buses operating in mixed
flow experience extensive delays.

Numerous studies have established a need for enhanced transit service along the Flamingo
Road Corridor:

¢ To maximize the safe and efficient movement of residents and visitors to destinations
throughout Flamingo Road, the Resort Corridor, UNLV and surrounding areas;

o To expand the percentage of trips made using transit;

e To increase the mobility options available to commuters;

e To provide better transportation services to low-income populations;

e To support economic development;

o To improve interconnections with other regional transportation facilities; and,
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e To augment and support multi-jurisdictional efforts to meet regional transportation and
air quality objectives.

The purpose of the proposed project is to increase the person-carrying capacity of Flamingo
Road to serve the needs of transit users along a congested urban arterial by enhancing the
transit characteristics of the Flamingo Road Corridor. The proposed project will achieve these
goals by:

e Providing dedicated bus-only lanes through most of the congested portions of the
Flamingo Road Corridor;

e Providing traffic signal prioritization and by-pass lanes for buses at the most congested
intersections;

e Providing ticket vending machines at bus stations to speed boardings;

¢ Interconnecting with future and existing bus rapid transit routes;

e Providing safety enhancements for pedestrians and transit vehicles; and,

¢ Providing street level aesthetic enhancements such as local artwork and landscaping.

According to the Flamingo Road Corridor Study, prepared in January 2008, the combination of
higher transit speeds and improved service is expected to increase transit ridership along
Flamingo Road from four million to over six million passengers per year in 2030; to increase the
person-carrying capacity of Flamingo Road by approximately eight percent; and to give
commuters a reasonable and realistic alternative to single-occupant vehicles.

4. BACKGROUND

The development of Bus Rapid Transit along the Flamingo Road is a multi-jurisdictional
collaborative effort of the Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada, the Nevada
Department of Transportation, Clark County, and the University of Nevada at Las Vegas
(UNLV). The proposed project to establish BRT service on Flamingo Road using bus-only lanes
has evolved through the cooperative approach these agencies have taken to provide an
integrated transportation strategy to solve regional transportation problems.

In 2002, the RTC prepared the Las Vegas Valley Transit System Development Plan which
developed corridor specific transit investment strategies. The Plan identified and recommended
Flamingo Road as a corridor where bus rapid transit could be implemented:

e To serve nearly 50,000 households;

e To provide access to over 118,000 jobs;

e To avoid adverse environmental impacts; and,
e To avoid disruption of neighborhoods.

The Flamingo Road Corridor Study provided an in-depth analysis of bus rapid transit
alternatives for the Flamingo Road Corridor. The Flamingo Road Corridor Study, prepared
under the auspices of the RTC as the MPO, with the collaboration and cooperation of NDOT,
Clark County and UNLV, developed the program of transit improvements for Flamingo Road
which comprises the proposed project.
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The Las Vegas Valley Arterial Development Study, April 2009, prepared by the RTC, identified
the Flamingo Road Corridor as having the highest priority for eliminating conflicts between
transit and non-transit vehicles.

5. EXISTING CONDITIONS, IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

Environmental investigation and analysis was conducted covering the entire 10-mile corridor of
the proposed project along Flamingo Road. The findings are described below.

Land Use and Socioeconomics

Land Use and Zoning

Flamingo Road is under the jurisdiction of the Nevada Department of Transportation from
Rainbow Boulevard to I-15 and also from Paradise Road to Boulder Highway. The entire length
of the corridor is located in unincorporated Clark County; west of Decatur Boulevard, Flamingo
Road is located in the Spring Valley Planning Area and east of Decatur Boulevard, Flamingo
Road is located in the Paradise Planning Area.

The Flamingo Road corridor is completely developed along its entire length from Rainbow
Boulevard to Nellis Boulevard. The western end of the corridor, between Rainbow Boulevard
and Arville Street, is predominantly residential and commercial. Several apartment and
condominium complexes are within % mile of Flamingo Road. The residential neighborhoods
are supported by schools, park and recreation facilities, and neighborhood commercial/retail
businesses.

The central section of the Flamingo Road Corridor is located within the Resort Corridor and is
comprised primarily of hotel/casino developments, including the Palms, Rio, Gold Coast,
Bellagio, Caesar’s Palace, Flamingo, Bill's Gambling Hall, and Bally’s. Newly opened and
planned mixed-use and high-density developments, such as City Center (located approximately
Ya mile south of Flamingo Road), Hunter High-rise Condos and The Tower, are also prominent
in the Resort Corridor section of Flamingo Road.

The University of Nevada at Las Vegas is located south of Flamingo Road between Swenson
Street and Maryland Parkway. The urban campus of this primarily commuter college serves
28,000 enrolled students and 3,300 faculty and staff.

The predominant land uses in the eastern section of the Flamingo Road Corridor, east of
Swenson Street, are similar to those in the western section — residential with supporting public
and community facilities and commercial/retail establishments. Higher density residential land
uses give way to medium density single-family suburban homes as the corridor extends east. In
addition, several medical facilities are located along Flamingo Road between Eastern Avenue
and Mojave Road, including Desert Springs Hospital.

Figure 4 illustrates Clark County’s planned land uses along the Flamingo Road Corridor, based
on the most recently approved Spring Valley and Paradise/Winchester Land Use Plans, dated
September 2009 and August 2005, respectively. Paradise/Winchester is in the process of
updating its Land Use Plan, which is expected to be adopted in the summer of 2010.




¥ 8Inbi4

sealy Buluueld asipeied pue Adjjep buldg
9SM pueT] psauue|d

1oM381Q 191

uonels-qns [eau1oe|3
uoissiwwog
uoneyodsuely |euoiboy

SH0M 1and

Kiepunog ealy Buiuueld

sjoafoid Juswdojanaq Jolep
sanoed alqnd
lelysnpuj AreaHq

|elysnpuj

am
SS

o914
Md

==
I
|
I

juswpedaqg 9dlod = ad
awm—— A,
7 Kunoguey = n:goo
au_:m_h«_h.w%.\._ﬂm = a m o o
Ammnsyo = n

yied yoieasay
uBisaq pue ssauisng

JSHNO] [e19J1aWWO)
|e43Ud9) |BIDIBWIWOD
pooyioqyBiaN [elalawwo)

Jeuoissajoid 32O

100y2s
ed

looyas sjppin
Areign

J9yua asiy ybiH |enuapisay

10042s yBIH
Aupoe4 Juswuianon
juswedaq a4
[ooyas Arejuswa|g
younyo

-2a®n
LA A}
OQuwWuoI

og/np Zg uey} Jajeals

oe/Np Z¢ 0} g} wol4
19)uan ueqin [enuapIsay
Oe/np g| 0} g woig

YBIH [enuapisay

OB/Np {| 0} € woi4
wnipay jeluapisay
oe/np g oy dn

uequngng |euapisay

el

oe/np g'¢ oy dn
Mo [euSpISaY

oe/np z oy dn

uoneAlasaid pooysoqybiaN |einy
oe/np z oy dn

pooyloqyBiaN [einy

oae/np | 0y dn

|ean}inaBy |epuapisay

oe/np ' 03 dn

|einy jeuapisay

|lean}naLby

spue uado

BELUHULE

VAYAIN N¥IHLINOS 40

au

I
2
S
R

%,
22 N
()

AR 3
YoriviyoashY




Flamingo Road Bus Rapid Transit Categorical Exclusion Documentation

As the figure shows, planned land uses in the corridor are generally consistent with existing land
uses, with commercial and supporting land uses (parks, schools, and other public land uses)
lining Flamingo Road, and residential land uses behind the commercial corridor. Planned
residential densities are higher in the center core of the Flamingo Road Corridor. In addition,
the Paradise Planning Area has planned for a Commercial Tourist area within the Resort
Corridor, consistent with existing land uses.

Clark County adopted a Mixed-Use District (MUD) Overlay in 2005 to accommodate the
demand for high-density commercial and residential development, focus this development in
appropriate corridors, and promote a built environment that supports community goals. The
ordinance facilitates the integration of residential, commercial, employment, and recreational
uses that are typical of a high activity urban center. MUD development requirements provide for
a pedestrian oriented urban form, promote integration of transit with land use planning, and
encourage the emergence of public spaces that will be an asset for the Las Vegas Valley.

There are four types of mixed use district zones, which vary in development scale and intensity
of use (see Table 1). As Figure 5 shows, Flamingo Road has a MUD 1 designation between
Arville Street and Paradise Road, which supports the most intense urban form. The MUD zones
are increasingly less intense as the corridor extends eastward, stepping down to a MUD 4 at
Eastern Avenue. The Boulder Highway intersection is surrounded by a MUD 3 zone.

Table 1 Mixed-Use District Overlay Sub-Districts
Sub-District/Zone MUD 1 MUD 2 MUD 3 MUD 4

Most Intense Most Intense Intel\rﬁlgg(gigﬂ?ban Least Intense
Urban Form Suburban Form Form Suburban Form

Density (du/acre) As approved Up to 50 Up to 32 Up to 18

Max Height Up to 100’ Up to 100° Up to 50’ Up to 35’

Max Height with Special Use Permit As approved Up to 200’ Up to 100’ Up to 50’

Minimum Pedestrian Realm Width 15 15 10’ 10°

Minimum Pedestrian Realm Adjacent , , ) ;

to Building 35’ High or Greater 15 15 15 15

Minimum Pedestrian Realm Adjacent , , ) )

to Buildings 50’ High or Greater 20 20 20 20

Figure 5

Source: Clark Count 2005 / PB 2008
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The proposed project would have no impacts on land use in the corridor. A BRT system would
support the efforts of the County in its plans for mixed-use development within the Resort
Corridor and at Boulder Highway. In mixed-use development areas, Clark County encourages
higher density transit-oriented development. In addition, the BRT system would support the
existing and planned commercial and residential land uses to the east and to the west of the
Resort Corridor.

Community Facilities

There are 63 community and public facilities within one-half mile of the Flamingo Road Corridor
between Rainbow Boulevard and Nellis Boulevard, as shown in Figure 6. These facilities
include schools, parks and recreation facilities, hospitals and medical centers, churches and
religious facilities, libraries, and other public and community facilities.

The proposed project will have no adverse impact on community facilities. More importantly, by
providing an efficient, low-cost mobility option in the Flamingo Road Corridor, a BRT system
would provide benefits by improving access to public and community facilities, especially for low
income populations.

Social and Economic Conditions

Table 2 provides a demographic profile of the Flamingo Road Corridor. Based on year 2000
U.S. Census Bureau information, a total population of 97,370 lives within the census tract block
groups which include or extend to within one-half mile of Flamingo Road between rainbow
Boulevard and Nellis Boulevard.

Table 2 Demographic Profile of the Flamingo Road Corridor
Flammg_o per Clark County State of Nevada
Corridor

Total Population 97,370 1,375,765 1,998,257
Race and Ethnicity
White only, non-Hispanic 55,566 57.1% | 828,669 60.2% |1,303,001 65.2%
Black only, non-Hispanic 6,854 7.0% 121,401 8.8% 131,509 6.6%
Asian only, non-Hispanic 6,307 6.5% 71,225 5.2% 88,593 4.4%
Other, non-Hispanic 4,141 4.3% 52,326 3.8% 81,184 4.1%
Hispanic, any race 24,502 25.2% | 302,143 22.0% 393,970 19.7%
Income and Poverty
Median Household Income $36,314 $44,616 $44,581
Percentage of Persons below 13.8% 10.8% 10.5%
the Poverty Level

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau of Population and Housing
Note: Population, race, and income data determined from the census tract block groups within one-half mile
of Flamingo Road between Rainbow Boulevard and Nellis Boulevard.

-10 -
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According to the Flamingo Road Corridor Study, in 2006 the population within one mile of the
Flamingo Road Corridor extending from Town Center Drive to Nellis Boulevard was 228,467.
This population, located approximately one mile on either side of Flamingo Road, comprised 12
percent of the total population and 14 percent of the dwelling units in the Las Vegas Valley. In
addition, the one-mile radius corridor included 25 percent of all regional jobs.

Population projections by the RTC in 2006 indicated that the corridor will experience a 32.8
percent increase in population and a 44.4 percent increase in employment between 2006 and
2030. Although the Las Vegas Valley experienced its first decline in population in 2008, from
1,925,261 persons in 2007 to 1,916,436 persons in 2008, and unemployment rates have been
among the lowest in the U.S., population again grew in 2009 and is expected to continue to
grow as the economy improves. Redevelopment of underutilized sites, particularly in the Resort
Corridor and MUD zones, and higher-intensity land uses are expected to drive this growth and
development.

Environmental Justice

The proposed project will have no adverse impact on socioeconomic factors such as land use
and community facilities. According to Table 2, the Flamingo Road Corridor has higher
percentages of minority and low-income populations than Clark County. Since the proposed
project will not displace or adversely affect low-income populations, environmental justice is not
a factor. Moreover, low-income populations who may tend to be more transit-dependent will
benefit from the provision of a high quality rapid transit system that improves access to
employment centers and community facilities along Flamingo Road and other corridors with
which the Flamingo Road BRT route will intersect.

Noise and Air Quality

With the proposed project, double-decker Deuce buses will continue to operate on Flamingo
Road. Existing traffic patterns are not expected to change. As more passengers use the BRT
system, a reduction in the number of automobiles would be expected. Accordingly, the
proposed project would not be expected to cause an increase in noise levels or an increase in
vehicular pollutant emissions.

The RTC requires that contractors comply with all relevant local, state and federal air quality
regulations, particularly the County Fugitive Dust Control Regulations and the Nevada State Air
Quality Regulations. To limit the potential for adverse particulate emissions, mitigation will
include best management practices.

The proposed project is located in the Las Vegas Valley, which is classified by the EPA as a
non-attainment area for Carbon Monoxide (CO) and Particulate Matter (PM,o). As the proposed
project is located in a nonattainment area, a conformity determination is required.

The Regional Transportation Plan 2009 - 2030 has been found to be in conformity with the
requirements of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, the relevant sections of the Final
Conformity Rule 40 CFR Part 93, and the procedures set forth in the Clark County Transpor-
tation Conformity State Implementation Plan. The RTC-approved Regional Transportation Plan
2009-2030, and the Transportation Improvement Program 2009-2012 are currently being
amended to include the proposed project. As a project coming from a conforming TIP and RTP,
the proposed project conforms to the Nevada CO and PM;, SIP and emission budget
requirements, pursuant to 40 CFR 93.

-12 -
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Water Resources and Hydrology

The Tropicana Wash crosses Flamingo Road just south of Swenson Street and is conveyed
under Flamingo Road via three existing 12-foot by 5-foot reinforced concrete box culverts. It is
anticipated that construction associated with Flamingo Road BRT in this area will be within the
existing right-of-way and consist of sidewalk widening, mill and overlay paving, and restriping.
These activities will not impact the existing box culverts or the Tropicana Wash.

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Panels 32003C2145E, 32003C2164D, 32003C2170E,
and 32003C2190E were reviewed. These FIRMs indicate that there are two sections of the
corridor that fall within the FEMA 1% Chance Annual Flood (100-year Flood Zone). The first
section is from Las Vegas Boulevard to approximately 500’ east of Koval Lane and the second
section is from Swenson Street to Claymont Street. It is anticipated that construction associated
with the Flamingo Road BRT in these areas will be within the existing right-of-way and consist of
bus pad construction, mill and overlay paving, and restriping. These activities will not alter or
affect 100-year floodplain.

The Clark County Regional Flood Control District (CCRFCD) has existing flood control facilities
along the project’s corridor, ranging in size from 27-inch RCP storm drains to 10-foot by 5-foot
RCB storm drains. There are two proposed facilities that are parallel to Flamingo Road
between Valley View Boulevard and the Union Pacific Railroad and between Boulder Highway
and Nellis Boulevard. Neither of these facilities is included in the current 10-year plan and will
not affect the Flamingo Road BRT. In addition there are three proposed facilities that cross
Flamingo Road at the Union Pacific Railroad, Maryland Parkway and Eastern Avenue.
Flamingo Road passes over the railroad via a bridge and will not be affected by the channel
improvements along the railroad. The proposed facilities along Maryland Parkway and Eastern
Avenue are not included in the current 10-year plan and will not affect the Flamingo Road BRT.

Because the proposed project will disturb more than one acre of land, the contractor will be
required to file a Notice of Intent (NOI) for coverage with the Nevada Division Environmental
Protection’s Bureau of Water Pollution Control. This provides coverage under the General
Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activity (NVR 100000)
required by the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program pursuant to
the Clean Water Act.

Since the dedicated bus-only lanes will be constructed within existing shoulders along Flamingo
Road, there will be no increase in impervious roadway surfaces. The construction of platforms
and bus shelters will minimally increase the amount of impervious sidewalk surfaces, resulting
in negligible impacts to storm water runoff along the Flamingo Road Corridor.

Ground water will not be affected by the proposed project.
Biological Resources

The areas where roadway improvements and BRT Stations will be constructed with the
proposed project have been previously disturbed by urban development. No areas of native
vegetation will be disturbed with the proposed project. Accordingly, no sensitive, threatened or
endangered species and no suitable habitat for special status species will be affected by the
proposed project.
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Cultural Resources

Professional staff from the Cultural Resource Division of the Louis Berger Group, Inc. undertook
an initial Class | cultural resource assessment of a 16-mile long corridor of Flamingo Road
extending from Rainbow Boulevard to Nellis Boulevard. Such assessment work included a
review of site files and records documented on NVCRIS plus a review of standing structures
and architectural features as listed in the Clark County Assessor’s Office.

No new right-of-way will be acquired and all project work will occur within the existing Flamingo
Road right-of-way; however, 3,411 parcels situated immediately adjacent to the project corridor
were reviewed for their historic potential and the potential adverse effects of the proposed
project on any adjacent historic properties or archaeological sites. Research demonstrated that
all structures present within these parcels date between 1962 and 2009. Building types
observed included single-family residences, residential apartments, townhouses,
condominiums, commercial buildings, industrial warehouses, retail shops/stores, hotels/motels,
utilities facilities, and vacant lots. There are no historic properties or features located
immediately adjacent to the project corridor.

This initial Class | assessment found only one historic archaeological site (Site CK 5685)
located within this project corridor. This is the historic alignment of the Union Pacific Railroad.
The railroad was originally built as the San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad —
constructed between 1903 and 1905 — with full operations beginning in 1905 and running until
1921. In 1921, the Union Pacific Railroad acquired this line/route. Since that time, the Union
Pacific has continuously operated, maintained, retrofitted, and upgraded this railroad line and
right-of-way. At this time, the proposed undertaking would have no direct or indirect impacts or
effects to the UPRR alignment.

In summary, no standing historic structures or features are present within or surrounding the
current project corridor. As the project corridor is currently defined, no adverse effects to
historic properties will occur.

Hazardous Waste

A review of hazardous waste databases was conducted for the Flamingo Road Corridor with the
following findings:

e There are five Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) registered in the Corridor;

e There are two Leaking Underground Storage Tanks (LUSTs) recorded in the Corridor, all
closed;

e There are nine Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) sites in the Corridor.
In addition, there are eight RCRA sites in the Corridor which are no longer regulated;

o There are eight Emergency Response Notification System (ENS) sites in the Corridor, all
fixed; and,

¢ The Nevada State database lists two sites in the Corridor, all closed.

Accordingly, there are no hazardous waste sites which would be affected by the proposed
project.
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Transportation and Infrastructure

The proposed project is proposed as a backbone element of the Valley-wide multi-jurisdictional
transportation system. It will be constructed with the cooperation and collaboration of NDOT,
and Clark County. By connecting to three existing and planned rapid transit routes the Las
Vegas Boulevard DEUCE line, and 15 RTC fixed-routes, it will increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of the regional transit network. The proposed Flamingo Road BRT will transfer
directly to the currently operational Express C Line to provide access to and from the
northwestern part of the Las Vegas Valley. A direct transfer is also available to the Las Vegas
Boulevard Gold Line to provide access to and from the South Strip Transfer Terminal and
Downtown Las Vegas. Planned BRT service along Boulder Highway, the Green Line, will
connect directly to the Flamingo Road BRT to provide access to and from Henderson and
Downtown Las Vegas. The proposed Flamingo Road BRT will also indirectly connect to two
additional planned rapid transit lines — the Sahara Avenue BRT and the Express W Line.

The proposed project will not adversely affect any existing transportation facilities. Conversion
of the shoulder to a dedicated bus-only lane throughout the corridor will not reduce the number
of lanes available for automobiles and will not adversely affect the roadway configuration or
capacity of Sahara Avenue and therefore is not expected to impact traffic operations.

At the present time, curbside parking is permitted along approximately one-half mile of shoulder
in each direction in a residential area between 1-515 and Mountain Vista Street. No adverse
impacts will result from the elimination of curbside parking since adequate parking is available
on the side streets.

Cumulative Impacts

Redevelopment in the Flamingo Road Corridor is expected to proceed in accordance with
County land use plans (see Figure 3). Clark County land use plans include the designation of
mixed-use districts in the Flamingo Road Corridor which encourage higher density transit
oriented development. The proposed project is compatible with and would support County land
use planning efforts. However, since no adverse impacts are expected to result from the
proposed project, the proposed BRT system will not contribute in a cumulative manner to
potential impacts from planned development in the Flamingo Road Corridor.

6. AGENCY AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The Flamingo Road Corridor Study planning process was guided by a Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) comprised of local and state government entities. Monthly project meetings
were held to review project status, discuss issues, and obtain input from participating agencies.
A planning workshop was held during February 2007, which provided an opportunity for TAC
members to participate in the development and refinement of alternatives. The alternatives
recommended during the workshop form the basis for the alternatives carried forward through
the analysis in this report.

TAC members reviewed alternatives throughout the planning process and provided input into
the final study recommendations. The organizations participating in the TAC are as follows:

» Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada
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Clark County Comprehensive Planning and Public Works Departments
Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT)

University of Nevada Las Vegas

Nevada Resorts Association

Nevada Power

YV V V V VY
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